
Rehoboth K-8 Withdrawal Study Committee Meeting Minutes
Date of Meeting:  26 April 2022


Meeting Location:  Francis Farm, Arcade Bldg.

Members of Committee:



In Attendance:
Mike McBride (MM) (Chair)



Present

Jay Crandall (JC) (Vice Chair)


Present

Tim Maynard (TM) (Secretary)


Present

Sue Ohsberg (SO)




Present

Kelly Doran (KD)




Present

Official Observers:




None

Old Business:
Mike made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of 14 April 2022.  The motion was seconded by Jay and was passed unanimously.

New Business:
Mike informed all present that the committee’s web site had been approved, in principle, by the Board of Selectmen.

Jay enquired as to our readiness to post the web site and Mike informed him that the structure was finished and that he had to arrange a meeting with Derek (town IT director) to discuss the details.  It was generally felt that among the first things that should be posted are the lawyer’s letter and the Regional Agreement currently in force.

Jay asked about the “question box” that we are going to make available on the web site.

Mike gave him the details and, in particular, that we are going to impose a character limit to keep people “on track” and “concise”.

Tim explained that it is a “question box” and the questions are not public.  It is not a “chat box”.  That would elicit unrestrained comment and would turn into a giant free for all not unlike some face book pages.  Tim further indicated that all the Q&A’s should be included in a FAQ section with an index.  Tim suggested that every answer referencing the Regional Agreement should have a link to the relative section of the Regional Agreement.

A discussion ensued relative to open meetings hosted by the committee.  Jay introduced the issue indicating that it would be a constructive exercise in our efforts to inform the community leading up to the day of the town meeting in August.  Jay indicated that he had checked and that Goff Hall has a capacity of 210 people and suggested that it would be an ideal location.  He further suggested that three or four meetings might be adequate to the task.  He suggested that two meetings in June and two in July might be ideal.  

Tim suggested that a date in week 1 and 3 in the months of June and July should be reserved.  Tim further suggested that we might like to have coverage by the local cable company to increase the availability of the information to the public.

Mike suggested that we might run into issues with the open meeting law and reminded us that past indications suggested that having more than two of us at the meeting might constitute a quorum.  It was suggested that the conditions that constitute a “meeting” under the open meeting law might not be satisfied under these circumstances.  It was further suggested that we should obtain an opinion from Laura Schwall (town clerk) that would clarify the situation.  Mike requested that Jay check with Laura to find out if what we want to do is alright and within the terms of the law.

Mike went on to define some of the budgetary terms used by D.E.S.E. and explain some of the history behind them.

In 1993, the D.O.E. (Department of Education) implemented the “foundation budget” as part of its Education Reform Program.

In 2007, the D.O.E. implemented the “statutory method”.  Between 2010 and 2014, the school committee did not implement it for the purpose of budgetary calculations.  In 2015, it was implemented and Rehoboth went into deficit.  Up to 2015, Rehoboth paid its minimum but Dighton had to pay over its minimum contribution to cover its costs.

The Foundation Budget = Minimum Local Contribution + Chapter 70 money from the state.

Kelly explained that Title 1 money goes to a town with a poverty rate greater than 5%.  When a town falls below 5%, it can appeal the loss of the Title 1 money for five years on the chance that it reverts back to a poverty level greater than 5%.  This time period ended last year for Rehoboth and it will not be receiving any more Title 1 money.  It may end for Dighton next year.  Consequently, Title 1 money should not be figured into any future calculations.

Motion:



Presented By:

2nd:


Vote:
Move to adjourn


Kelly Doran

Sue Ohsberg

passed unanimously

(at 12:09 am)
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