
Rehoboth K-8 Withdrawal Study Committee Meeting Minutes
Date of Meeting:  6 May 2022 (09:38)

Meeting Location:  Francis Farm, Arcade Bldg.

Members of Committee:



In Attendance:
Mike McBride (MM) (Chair)



Present

Jay Crandall (JC) (Vice Chair)


Present

Tim Maynard (TM) (Secretary)


Present

Sue Ohsberg (SO)




Present

Kelly Doran (KD)




Absent

Official Observers:




None

Old Business:
Jay Crandall made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of 26 April 2022.  The motion was seconded by Sue Ohsberg and was passed unanimously.

New Business:
A review was undertaken by the committee of questions that we might receive from the voters relative to the K-8 withdrawal. 

Mike provided the committee with a letter from John Sullivan (DESE) to Dr. Azar (D-R Superintendent) dated 12 April 2022 regarding K through 8 withdrawal.  This letter appears to be at odds with the terms of the Regional Agreement currently in force.  It is under review by the legal counsel for the town of Rehoboth.

Mike gave an update on the status of the web site.  The development is complete.  However, Mike had a conversation with Derek Rousseau (Rehoboth IT Director).  He indicated that we could not use it as constituted because it is a Google web site and there would be some liability to the town.  Our web presence has to be hosted on the town’s web site to ensure that it satisfies the regulations.  

Mike introduced a discussion of “What happens to our SPED population if we withdraw?”  There was extensive discussion and a review of the information that Kelly Doran had obtained from Ms. Donohue (D-R SPED Director).  The general feeling was that we should keep the answers simple but with a reference to more “in depth” information in another section.

Jay introduced some information on an email that he had received from Laura Schwall (Town Clerk) and some details in the “Open Meeting Law” (G.L. c. 30A, paragraphs 18-25) with regard to the definition of a “meeting”.  There is still some lack of clarity relative to whether or not the committee can host an open assembly of people for the purpose to eliciting questions and providing answers if available.  Jay has requested clarification from the office of the state attorney general.

The committee began a review of the 12 questions that Kelly had compiled from her interaction with the public.  Given time constraints, we succeeded in reviewing six of the twelve.  The questions and the answers that have been developed follows.

1.  Will we need a new payroll company?


According to Deborah Arruda (town administrator), all employees that move over from the D.R. School District (and any new hires) will go on the town payroll (Harper’s Payroll Services Inc., Worcester, Ma).

2.  Do we get any state funding for being in a district?


Yes, and we will still get Chapter 70 money toward our school district budget.

3.  Will we still get any transportation reimbursement (at least for students living more than 1 ½ miles away)?


We will lose transportation money for K through 8 but will continue to receive it at the high school.  There has never been any transportation money for Special Education Students.

4.  Will we have to renegotiate contracts for the Business Manager and/or Superintendent?


Yes, and these contracts would be renegotiated at the regional school district by its school committee.  In the case of the Rehoboth K-8 school district, these contracts would be negotiated for the Rehoboth School District by the new K-8 school committee.

5.  Who will we need to hire?


We will need to hire a Superintendent, a Business Manager, and a SPED Director.  Additionally, we may have to hire some district clerical employees.

6.  What are the extra costs for another school committee?


School committee members are elected, unpaid volunteers.  There are some costs associated with a functioning school committee.  These include things like clerical salary, dues, supplies, travel, workshops, and legal expenses.  Because the Rehoboth School District would be a town department, the town’s legal team would represent the district.  This could represent a cost savings.

********* needs more work **********

Motion:



Presented By:

2nd:

Vote:
Move to adjourn


Jay Crandall

Sue Ohsberg
passed unanimously

(at 12:23 pm)
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